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PAGE 01 STATE 153564 
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INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 HA-05 PM-05 ACDA-12 ABF-01 OMB-01 
TRSE-00 AID-05 EB-08 /048 R 

DRAFTED BY AEAV:EESVENDSEN:GAR 
APPROVED BY AFAV:RGHOUDEK 
HA/HR:EOIONES 
PM/MC:RBIANCANIELLO 
ACDA:RDUTER (INEO) 

AF/I:WCARROLL 

PM/SAS:COCECIL 

102424 161915Z/43 

R 161627Z lUN 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ACCRA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 153564 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MASS, GH 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE SALE OF HANDGUNS AND M16A1 RIFLES 

TO GHANA 

REE: ACCRA 4739 

1 . DEPARTMENT CONCURS WITH RECOMMENDATION MADE IN PARA 4 
REETEL. WE WILL WITHHOLD APPROVAL ON THE HANDGUN SALE 
PENDING EURTHER INFORMATION FROM THE EMBASSY ON THE 
INTENDED USE OF THE OBSOLETE HANDGUNS. 

2. DEPARTMENT IS ALSO REVIEWING A MUNITIONS CONTROL 
APPLICATION FROM COLT INDUSTRIES REQUESTING AN ADVISORY 
OPINION ON POTENTIAL SALE OF M16A1 RIFLES TO GHANAIAN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 153564 

MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. COMPANY STATES THAT POTENTIAL 
VALUE OF SALE COULD EXCEED $7,000,000, BUT THIS IS STANDARD 
STATEMENT MADE IN APPLICATIONS INVOLVING MAJOR DEFENSE 
EQUIPMENT. (AT CURRENT PRICES, $7,000,000 WOULD PURCHASE 
APPROXIMATELY 20,000 RIFLES WITH ACCESSORIES.) 

3. IN VIEW OE POSSIBILITY RAISED BY PARA 3(B) OF REFTEL, 
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REQUEST POST ALSO INQUIRE ABOUT POTENTIAL USE OE M16A1 
RIELES AND WHAT EFEECT PURCHASE MIGHT HAVE ON DISPOSITION 
OP OTHER RIFLES NOW IN GOG HANDS. PLEASE SEEK TO ASCERTAIN 

INTENDED USE POR NEW RIELES AND LIKELY QUANTITY TO BE 
PURCHASED. REQUEST YOUR RECOMMENDATION ON SALE. (EYE 
REPORTEDLY COLT INDUSTRIES HAS HAD NO RECENT REQUEST 
POR M-I6'S PROM GHANA, BUT REQUEST ADVISORY OPINION TO BE 
PREPARED TO BE RESPONSIVE SHOULD OPPORTUNITY POR GHANA 
SALE MATERIALIZE AND IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH SECTION 
123.16 OP THE ITAR. END FYI.) 

NEWSOM 


LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 
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